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LAPD Band

by Michael Ellington

The story is different for every Band 
member. I asked Danielle Acuña to tell 
me about her first encounter with a flute. 
At age 5, she announced to her parents 
that she wanted to play the instrument. 
They doubted she even knew what a flute 
was. Little Danielle wasn’t deterred. She 
grew up going to Trojan football games 
and watching her uncle, who was 11 
years older, play in the USC Marching 
Band. She wanted to be part of that 
group making music out there on the 
field. When her elementary school 
started a band, she joined at age 10 and 
started learning to play flute.  

Born the eldest of three girls in 
“Horsetown USA” (Norco, Calif.), her 
family was somewhat musical. Her 
father appreciated music but never 
played an instrument. Her mother didn’t 
play, but some of her siblings did. Dan-
ielle’s Uncle Donald plays piano, her 
Aunt Diane plays the accordion, and her 
Uncle Armand plays trombone and leads 
a big band. Her godmother, Diana, plays 
piano and sings.  

A slight detour in junior high school 
ended up broadening her musical capa-
bilities. The band director recruited 
her to learn to play alto saxophone. 
She found the fingerings fairly similar, 
so the transition wasn’t difficult. “It 
was a pretty big deal because jazz band 
was mostly eighth graders, and I was 
recruited as a seventh grader,” Danielle 
said. “I felt pretty good about my skills 
as a musician.” 

High school brought new challenges 
and more opportunities. Danielle per-
formed with the marching band, the 
jazz band and the concert band. In her 
junior and senior years, she was the 
drum major. That position included con-
ducting the band’s field show. She made 
lifelong friends during those times, and 
they’ve stuck together ever since.  

Following in her uncle’s footsteps, 
she went to the University of Southern 
California. She joined the Trojan March-
ing Band during her freshman year 
and played with them all through her 
undergrad years. “Being in the Trojan 
Marching Band was one of the most 
challenging and rewarding things I’ve 

ever done,” she said. Danielle learned 
valuable music skills and life lessons 
during her time with the band. Chief 
among them was an approach to figuring 
it out—deciding what was going to work 
in the larger scheme of things and get-
ting busy doing just that. That approach 
has made all the difference for her as 
a musician and as an educator. While 
with the “TMB,” she’s marched in the 
esteemed Tournament of Roses Parade 
four times and performed on “Danc-
ing with the Stars” and in a number of 
high-profile concerts.  

In musician terms, 
her day job has lasted 
quite a long time. She’s 
a high school English 
teacher, working mainly 
with 10th graders and 
English learners for a 
number of years. 

She enjoys playing 
music because of the way 
it makes her feel. “Music 
makes me feel con-
nected—to other people, 
to myself, to the uni-
verse,” she said. “Music 
is one of the few things 
that requires me to be 
fully present.” She has 
no particular legendary 
flautist as an inspiration. 

In the language of the country where she 
spent a semester studying: “Den ypírxe poté 
kápoios pou íthela na eínai ópos.” From the 
Greek: “There was never anyone I wanted 
to be like.” Danielle Acuña is her own 
person, and the Band is happy to have her 
among the woodwinds.  

For more information about the Band, 
see our website at www.lasown.com and 
contact Jim Starr, executive director, at 
sngcop@aol.com. For greatly appre-
ciated donations, please go to www.
lapolicefoundation.org, and in the 
“comments” box, put “For the Band.”  v

Danielle played in the USC Trojan Marching Band as an undergrad.

Danielle Acuña

LAFPP Office Hours are Changing!
by Bernice Ortiz

To improve customer service and to meet the needs of members, LAFPP will 
change its business hours beginning Jan. 1, 2020. The new business hours will be 
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding City holidays.   

As always, you can visit the LAFPP website at www.lafpp.com for more infor-
mation or to access the member self-service web portal. Send questions by email 
to pensions@lafpp.com anytime.

For more information, please contact LAFPP at (213) 279-3000 or (844) 885-2377.  v




